
Kelci McKeirnan, DVM, MS, DACVS-SA How to Find Us SURGERY 

ALWAYS OPEN! 
AES is proud to announce the 
addition of a Diplomate of the 
American College of Veterinary 
Surgeons to our experienced 
and dedicated Team!  Building 
upon our tradition of excellence 
in emergency medicine, we now 
offer a variety of soft-tissue and 
orthopedic surgical services. 

Why choose AES for your pet’s surgical needs? 

 New, state-of-the-art facility, open 24/7/365! 

 Comprehensive in-house laboratory and advanced 
digital imaging equipment with board-certified radiol-
ogist’s review to facilitate speedy and accurate diag-
noses and treatment options 

 Talented board-certified surgeon and knowledgeable 
nursing staff who will carefully explain the treatment 
plan (including the risks, costs, and aftercare) 

 Around-the-clock emergency and critical care ser-
vices, including a board-certified critical care specialist 
and nurses with specialty certification 

 Cutting-edge patient monitoring equipment to make 
sure your pet stays comfortable before, during, and 
after surgery 

 Separate cat and dog ICUs with ambient lighting to 
minimize stress and promote healing  

 Full-service rehabilitation department with a certified 
rehabilitation practitioner offering a variety of modali-
ties to achieve a faster and more complete recovery 

 Close collaboration with you, your family vet, and a 
network of specialists to ensure continuity of care 

Tel: 425.827.8727 

Dr. Kelci McKeirnan received 
her DVM from Washington 
State University in 2007.  
Thereafter, she traveled to 
Oklahoma State University, 
where she completed her 
small animal surgery residen-
cy and earned a master’s 
degree in Veterinary Biomed-
ical Sciences in 2012.  In Feb-
ruary 2013, she became a 
Diplomate of the American 
College of Veterinary Sur-
geons. 

Before joining AES, Dr. 
McKeirnan was a faculty 
member at Oklahoma State 
University’s Center for Veterinary Health Sciences, where 
she regularly performed soft-tissue, orthopedic, and neu-
rologic surgeries as well as trained residents and veteri-
nary students.  She was instrumental in saving pets’ lives 
after the devastating tornadoes, which ripped through 
Oklahoma in the summer of 2013. 

Dr.  McKeirnan has special interest in urogenital, hepato-
biliary, oncologic, and reconstructive surgery.  She also has 
a passion for rehabilitative medicine.  She is excited to be 
returning home to the Pacific Northwest, where she en-
joys fly fishing, boating, hiking, and hanging out with her 
husband and three dogs in her free time. 

To schedule a surgical consultation, please call 
425.827.8727. 

 

Dr. McKeirnan with “Ti,” 
her tornado rescue pup! 

Animal Emergency & Specialty 

12305 120th Ave. NE, Suite K   Kirkland, WA 98034 

(next to the Totem Lake Fred Meyer Fuel station) 

Tel 425.827.8727   Fax 425.822.9912 

www.aesvets.com | always open! 

Dr. McKeirnan 
& LVT Ashley  
helping “Tilly” 
recover from 
surgery  

From Northbound I-405 

 Take Exit 20A for NE 116th Street 

 Turn left onto NE 116th Street 

 Take the first right onto 120th Ave. NE 

 AES will be on your left, next to the Fred Meyer 

Fuel Station, near Tia’s Doggie Spa 

From Southbound I-405 

 Take Exit 20 for NE 124th Street 

 Turn right onto NE 124th Street 

 Take the first left onto 120th Ave. NE 

 AES will be on your right, next to the Fred  

Meyer Fuel Station, near Tia’s Doggie Spa 

 

 



Top Five Questions to Ask Before Your Pet Needs Surgery! AES Surgical Services 

Below is a partial list of the surgical services AES offers.  
Additional services are available.  Our pricing is extremely 
competitive.  Please call us for current information. 

ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY 

 Tibial plateau leveling osteotomy (TPLO) 

 Shoulder stabilization 

 Fracture repair 

 Tarsal and carpal arthrodesis 

 Tendon repair 

 OCD of shoulder, elbow, stifle, or tarsus 

 Patella luxation 

 Amputations 

 Coxofemoral luxations 

 Extracapsular stifle stabilization  

SOFT TISSUE SURGERY 

 Mass removal and reconstruction 

 Gastrointestinal surgery 

 Brachycephalic airway procedures 

 Total ear canal ablation and bulla osteotomy 

 Laryngeal paralysis 

 Hernia repairs 

 Thyroid/parathyroid gland removal 

 Hepatobiliary procedures 

 Urogenital surgery 

 Wound management 

 Thoracotomy 

 

sure to ask your veterinarian about their experience with 
the procedure your pet needs.  Some surgeries are ex-
tremely complicated and require specialized equipment 
and knowledge.   

Board-certified veterinary surgeons undergo four addition-
al years of training (one year of internship plus three years 
of residency) after graduating from veterinary school.  To 
become a board-certified surgeon, the veterinarian must 
also pass a rigorous, two-day examination.  Consequently, 
a board-certified surgeon has the knowledge, experience, 
and technical skills necessary to perform many different 
types of surgeries.  Dr. Kelci McKeirnan is a board-certified 
surgeon and the Pack Leader of AES’s Surgery Team. 

4. How will my pet be cared for following surgery?  The 
surgery itself is just one step on your pet’s path to well-
ness.  It’s very important that your pet be monitored care-
fully after surgery.  Pain management and nursing care are 
necessary to keep your pet comfortable and expedite 
healing.  Some facilities have limited or no staffing over-
night, which could result in less than ideal post-operative 
monitoring and care.   AES is fully staffed—24 hours a day, 
365 days a year. 

5. Is the facility equipped to handle potential complica-
tions during and after surgery?  The best way to avoid com-
plications is to be prepared for them.  Before surgery, you 
should discuss all of the potential complications with the 
veterinarian and make sure that the facility has the means 
to address them.  This could be as simple as post-
operative monitoring and pain management or as involved 
as blood transfusions and mechanical ventilation with a 
ventilator.  Ask to see where your pet will be prepped be-
fore and recuperate after surgery to make sure you and 
your pet feel comfortable with the surroundings.  AES 
offers around-the-clock emergency and critical care ser-
vices should your pet need it. 

Knowing the answers to these questions will help you feel 
better prepared in the event your pet needs elective or 
emergency surgery.  Please don’t hesitate to contact AES 
at 425.827.8727 if you have any questions about your pet’s 
surgical needs. 

Having a sick or injured pet can be very stressful.  Often, 
when a beloved pet needs surgery, pet parents barely 
have time to process what’s going on, let alone ask mean-
ingful questions.  Below are five important topics to con-
sider—in advance—to ensure top-notch surgical care for 
your furry family member. 

1. What is the difference between elective and emergen-
cy surgery?  Elective surgeries are non-emergency proce-
dures your pet may need to restore health or mobility.  An 
elective procedure can be scheduled in advance, allowing 
you time to research the procedure itself, who will per-
form the procedure, and where it will be performed.   Ex-
amples of elective procedures include surgical correction 
of a patella luxation, a tibial-plateau-leveling osteotomy 
(TPLO), routine spay/neuter, or a simple mass removal.    

Emergency surgery is a procedure necessary to correct an 
immediately or potentially life-threatening condition.  Ex-
amples include surgery for an intestinal foreign body, in-
ternal bleeding, or gastric dilatation and volvulus (bloat).  
These situations require immediate stabilization of your 
pet and surgery as quickly as possible.  Having a plan for 
where your pet will go in case of emergency will provide 
you with peace of mind.  AES offers both elective and 
emergency surgeries. 

2. How will my pet be monitored and supported  
during surgery?  In addition to knowing the type of surgery 
your pet needs, it’s very important to understand how 
your pet will be monitored during surgery.  Ideally, the 
facility should have the ability to monitor ECG (heart 
rhythm), blood pressure, oxygen saturation, carbon diox-
ide, and body temperature while your pet is under anes-
thesia.  Close monitoring allows for faster intervention in 
case of complications.  The facility should have a person 
dedicated to monitoring anesthesia throughout your pet’s 
procedure.  Devices such as fluid warmers and warming 
blankets can also help keep your pet warm and comforta-
ble while under anesthesia, reducing the risk of complica-
tions.  At AES, all patients are carefully monitored using 
equipment similar to that found in human hospitals.   

3. What is the experience level of the veterinarian  
performing the surgery?  Before scheduling surgery, be 

 

 

 

 

 

“Compassionate  24-Hour  Emergency & 
  Specialty Vet Care For Your Best Friend!” 


